concurred with Chesnut's suggestion to appoint one person from each college. Stressing that an update of the IRB is much needed, Senator Haile-Mariam thanked Chesnut and others involved for undertaking the task. B.
Card from the Department of Health Studies inviting faculty to attend a retirement reception for Dr. Senator Comerford wondered how pre-engineering students and other twoyear students affect retention and graduation statistics. The guests indicated that such two-year students, in nursing and elsewhere, cause Eastern's numbers to appear lower than they are. There was considerable discussion about how to reach out to commuter students and black and Hispanic students. J. C. Miller suggested hosting commuter/off-campus students in residence halls. Moock and others endorsed the idea but stated that there are challenges in identifying and locating such students early and that contacts work best wihen they are early. Carpenter asked if EIU Four will "throw these numbers off" [statistics reported to the Senate]. Moock said that as students and parents learn that Eastern delivers as promised, Eastern will fair well. Senator Pommier asked when an updated report about population variations will be available. Herrington-Perry noted how difficult it is collect the information, but efforts are being made to collect and refine such information to better serve students in identified risk groups. B.
Elections Committee: Senator Lawrence presented election results. She also explained that she will determine whether write-in candidates choose to serve before announcing the results for write-in candidates, and she explained that a problem with the election for the Council on Graduate Studies resulted because the Senate received an outdated, unreliable list of graduate faculty. It seems that graduate faculty must re-apply for graduate-faculty status every five years but that graduate faculty have not been alerted to re-apply. Consequently, many actual graduate faculty members are not listed as graduate faculty. For example, Chair Carpenter is no longer listed as a member of the graduate faculty, even though he teaches graduate courses and directs theses. The problem originates in the Graduate School, not the Senate. Dean Augustine will work to correct the problem by contacting graduate coordinators and updating records. A motion (Lawrence/Pommier) to accept elected faculty members for all positions for which faculty ran, with the exception of CGS and write-in candidates, passed unanimously. This motion was followed by a motion (Lawrence/Carwell) to determine the election of write-in candidates by votes received by faculty on the list of write-in candidates. Motion passed unanimously. A motion (Lawrence/Monipallil) to hold a special election for CGS at the start of the fall semester, with candidates restricted to those who ran this spring (met the deadline or were write-in candidates), passed unanimously.
C.
Nominations Committee: Senator Wolski informed the Senate that many volunteers will be needed for University Boards and Councils for 2004-05. A list of upcoming vacancies is attached to these Minutes.
